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Guide for Referencing Print and Electronic Sources in Bibliographies and 

Works Cited pages in MLA (Modern Language Association) Format 
 

A book with a single author:  

Sykes, Charles J. Dumbing Down Our Kids:  Why America’s Children Feel Good About  

Themselves But Can’t Read, Write, or Add. New York: St. Martin’s, 1995. 

A book with two or three authors:  

Wolcott, Willa and Sue M. Legg. An Overview of Writing Assessment: Theory, Research, and  

Practice. Urbana: NCTE, 1998. 

A book with four or more authors:   

Canby, Henry Seidel, et al. English Composition in Theory and Practice. New York:  

Macmillan, 1910. 

An article in an encyclopedia or other reference work (no author): 

"Adirondack Mountains." The New Encyclopaedia Britannica. 1985 ed. 

Article in an encyclopedia or other reference work: 

Ingram, Derek. "The Commonwealth."  20th Century. Ed. A.J.P. Taylor.  Milwaukee: Purnell, 1979. 

An article in a magazine: 

Nunn, Peter. “Breaking Down the Barriers.”  Automobile. Sep. 2003: 104-108. 

An article in a magazine (no author): 

"The Secret Lives of Hollywood Agents."  Details 21.10 (2003):  172-173. 

An article from a newspaper:  

La Canfora, Jason. “Soccer's Teen Stars Are on Center Stage.” The Washingon Post 10 Aug.  

 2003: E01. 

An article from a newspaper (no author): 

"Superheroes Rise Again."  Decatur Herald.  10 Oct. 1990: 7C. 

A pamphlet: 

Kilgus, Robert.  Spies of America.  Philadelphia:  Random House, 1990. 

A pamphlet (no author): 

Careers In Teaching.  Chicago:  Institute For Research, 1978. 



A published interview: 

McCammon, Robert. Interview with Carl Carter. “Come Midnight McCammon Is Scaring the  

Tar Out of Himself.” The Birmingham News 9 Jun. 1983: D1. 

A personal interview:  

Mitchell, Corrine. Personal interview. 30 May 2003. 

A telephone interview:  

Van Maanen, Melanie. Telephone interview. 15 Jul. 2002. 

An e-mail interview:  

Hedges, Peter. E-mail interview. 24 Jul. 2001. 

Letters to the editor:  

Rose, Emanuel. Letter. Chicago Tribune 23 Sep. 1999, sec. 1: 12. 

A book review: 

Taliaferro, Frances. “Battles Lost and Won.” Rev. of A Son of War, by Melvyn Bragg. The  

Washington Post 10 Aug. 2003: BW09. 

A film:  

A River Runs Through It. Dir. Robert Redford. 1992. Videocassette. Columbia/Tristar, 1993. 

A government publication: 

United States. Cong. A Descriptive Catalogue of the Government Publications of the United  

States, September 5, 1774-March 4, 1881. US 48th Cong., 2nd sess.  Misc.  Doc. 67. 

Washington: GPO, 1885. 

Computer software: 

Shapiro, James.  Oregon Trail.  Computer software.  MECC, 1989. 

CD-ROM, Diskette, or Magnetic Tape: 

Encyclopedia of Islam.  CD-ROM.  Leiden: Brill, 1999. 
 
“Ellison, Ralph.”  DiscLit: American Authors. Diskette. Boston:  Hall, 1991. 
 
United States. Dept. of State. Patterns of Global Terrorism. 1994. National Trade Data Bank. 

 CD-ROM. Disk 2.  US Dept. of Commerce. Dec. 1996. 

 



A scholarly project or information database:  

MSNBC News. 17 Aug. 2003. Microsoft Corporation. 17 Aug. 2003 <http://msnbc.com/>. 

Bartleby.com: Great Books Online. Ed. Steven H. van Leeuwen. 2003. 17 Aug. 2003 <http:// 

 www.bartleby.com/>. 

A document within a scholarly project or information database: 

Associated Press. “Shipwreck Find May Yield Rich Cargo.” MSNBC.com. 16 Aug. 2003.   

Microsoft Corporation. 17 Aug. 2003 <http://www.msnbc.com/news/953482.asp?0bl=-0>. 

A course home page:  

Milburn, Kristine. Advanced Composition. Course home page. Aug. 2003-Jan. 2004. Dept. of  

English, Valley High School. 19 Aug. 2003 <http://lvillage.wdm.k12.ia.us/lt/vhs/hp.nsf/ 

HomePages/milburnk>. 

A personal home page:  

Smith, Eliot. Home page. June 2003. 17 Aug. 2003 <http://www.psych.purdue.edu/~esmith/home.html>. 

A professional home page:  

Writing Across the Curriculum Home Page. 9 Sept. 1999. Writing Across the Curriculum Program, Wright State U.  

20 Oct. 1999 <http://www.wright.edu/academics/wac/ index.html>. 

An online journal article:  

Stokoe, William C. “The Study and Use of Sign Language.” Sign Language Studies 1.4 (2001):  

369-406. Project Muse. 17 Aug. 2003 <http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/ 

sign_language_studies/v001/1.4stokoe02.html>. 

An article in a newspaper:  

Eggen, Dan and David Snyder.  “Cities Return to Normal; Officials Urge Conservation.”  Washington Post 17 Aug.  

2003.  18 Aug. 2003 <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A4452-2003Aug16.html>. 

An article in a magazine:  

Stone, Amey.  “Behind the Splurge of Capital Spending.” Businessweek Online 14 Aug. 2003. 

17 Aug. 2003 <http://www.businessweek.com/bwdaily/dnflash/aug2003/ nf20030814_9896_db014.htm>. 

 

 



An article from a library subscription service: 

Hewitt, Geoff. “The Writing Portfolio: Assessment Starts with A.” The Clearing House 74.4  

(2001). InfoTrac. University of Northern Iowa Lib, Cedar Falls, IA. 10 June 2002  

<http://web3.infotrac.galegroup.com>. 

Viadero, Debra. “Technical Difficulties.”  Education Week 19:36 (2000). EBSCO. Valley High 

 School Lib., West Des Moines, IA. 5 Oct. 2002 <http://search.epnet.com>. 

An article from personal subscription service (tracking information included): 

“Bioethics.” World Book Online Reference Center. 2003. American Online. 17 Aug. 2003. 

 Keyword: Encyclopedia. 

“Cloning.” BioTech’s Life and Science Dictionary. 30 June 1998. Indiana U. American Online. 

 4 July 1998. Path: Research and Learning; Science; Biology; Biotechnology Dictionary. 

NOTE: Personal subscription services may not include accurate URL; thus, tracking information is needed. 

E-mail: 

Rode, Jim. “Plagiarism and the Web.” E-mail to Kristine Milburn. 26 Feb. 2002. 
 
Online posting:  
 
Merrian, Joanne.  “Spinoff: Monsterpiece Theatre.”  Online posting. 30 Apr. 1994. Shaksper:  

The Global Electronic Shakespeare Conf. 23 Sept. 2002 <http://www.shaksper.net/ 

archives/1994/0380.html>. 

Sound recording or sound clip:  
 
Hughes, Langston. “The Negro Speaks of Rivers.” The Academy of American Poets. 2003. 
 

17 Aug. 2003 <http://www.poets.org/poems/poems.cfm?45442B7C000C07030C71>. 

 


