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The West Des Moines Community School District will be a 
caring community of learners that knows and lifts every child.  
We will inspire joy in learning.  Our schools will excel at 
preparing each student for his or her life journey. 

VSW Music Depar tment Dates to Remember : 
 
Band: 
 
May 9 1:30 p.m. - Concert Band Performance 
         Johnston High School -  IHSMA State Large Group Contest 
May 21  5:30 p.m. - Valley Southwoods - Spring Fling Wing Ding 
 
Orchestra: 
 
May 5     7:30 p.m. - Valley Auditioruim  VHS/VSW Orchestras Spring Concert 
May 8     6:20 p.m. - warm-up   

 6:50 p.m. - performance - Valley Auditorium - IHSMA State Large 
        Group Contest 

May 15  4:00 -7:30 p.m. -Valley High School  -WDMCS District Solo and 
        Ensemble Festival  

May 26  6:30 p.m. -Valley Free Church  - 9-12 Orchestra Awards Banquet 
 
Vocal Music: 
 
May 7 7:00 p.m. - Valley Auditorium - VHS/VSW Vocal Music Spring 
                      Concert 
May 9     11:20 a.m. - Treble Clef Chorus performance – Johnston High School 

 12:45 a.m. - Bass Clef Chorus performance – Johnston High School -  
 IHSMA State Large Group Contest 

May 19    6:00 p.m. - Valley High School - Choir Awards/Senior Recital 
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
 

2008-2009 School Year at Valley Southwoods:  Finish Strong! 
 

What a tremendous year it has been at Valley Southwoods Freshman High 
School!  Our current 9th grade students are nearly ready to leave VSW for 
10th grade at Valley High School and our one and only message for the last 
month and a half of school is – “Finish Strong!”  
 
As spring finally arrives in Iowa, so does “spring fever”  for many students.  
This is definitely not the time for students to lose focus and begin to let 
their academic endeavors slide.  It is imperative that all of our students 
remain focused on the all important tasks at hand – learning and earning at 
least 12 credits to keep them on-track for graduation from VHS. 
 
The staff at Valley Southwoods appreciates the out-of-this-world support 
that we have received from this year’s parents and we would love your help 
in months of May and June to encourage your students to remain diligent 
about their studies.  THANK YOU PARENTS AND GUARDIANS for all 
of the support and encouragement that you have demonstrated towards our 
staff and for your kids this school year!  We have enjoyed every minute 
(well – O.K., almost every minute) that we have shared working with you 
and your kids to help them prepare for life at VHS and beyond.   
 
It has been my honor and privilege to serve each of you as principal of this 
school.  My hope is that the vast majority of the VSW parents and 
guardians will leave VSW with positive memories and a student that is 
well prepared for their next learning journey in West Des Moines.  Thank 
you for helping the staff and students at VSW to “Finish Strong”  in 2008-
2009! 
 
“Mr. Abe”  
Valley Southwoods Freshman H.S. 
Principal 
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2nd Semester Final Exam Schedule 
 
Day 1 (shortened 
schedule) June1 

8:20-8:45 a.m. 1st pd. 
8:49-9:14 a.m. 2nd pd. 
9:18-9:43 a.m. 3rd pd. 
9:47-10:12 a.m. 4th pd. 
10:16-10:41 a.m. 6th pd. 
10:45-11:10 a.m. 7th pd. 
11:14-12:30 p.m. 5th pd.                                          

1st Lunch: 11:10-11:40 a.m 
2nd Lunch: 11:35-12:05 p.m. 
3rd Lunch: 12:00-12:30 p.m. 

12:34-1:00 p.m. 8th pd.   
1:10-2:35 p.m. Period 7 Final 

Busses leave at 3:20 p.m. 

 

 

 
Day 2  June 2 

8:20–9:45 a.m. Period 2 Final 
10:10–11:35 a.m. Period 4 Final 
11:35–12:25 p.m. Open Lunch*  
12:25-1:50 p.m. Period 6 Final 

Busses leave at 3:20 p.m. 

Day 3 June 3 
8:20-9:55 a.m. Period 3 Final 
10:20-11:45 a.m. Period 5 Final 
11:45-12:15 p.m. Open Lunch*  
Busses leave at 12:22 p.m. 

 
Day 4 (Last Day of School for  Students) 
June 4 

8:20-9:55 a.m. Period 1 Final 
10:20-11:45 a.m. Period 8 Final 
11:45-12:15 p.m. Open Lunch*  
Busses leave at 12:22 p.m. 

 

New features added to Infinite Campus! 

Lunch Balance:   
At the bottom of the welcome screen, in the INBOX, a 
small notice contains the daily lunch balance.  For example, 
if your child has a cash balance available, it will look like 
this.... 

Lunch balance for <Student Name> is $xx.xx 

This notice is updated at 5:00pm each day. For questions 
about account balances, please call Nutrition Services at 
633-5085 between 7 AM and 5 PM Monday-Friday. 

 Health:   
On the left side of the screen, there is a HEALTH link, 
which displays your child©s current immunization record that the district has on file. 

 Transpor tation: 
On the left side of the screen, there is a TRANSPORTATION link, which displays any available 
transportation information such as morning bus number and pickup time.  
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Student Activities 
by Mrs. McClure 
 

As the end of the school year winds down we are celebrating our 
students at Valley Southwoods. On May 1, there will be a Talent 
Show that has approximately twenty different performers and various 
students involved as mc©s or crew. The Talent Show is scheduled to 
begin at 1:55 and last until 3:10. Classes will be shortened 
accordingly throughout the day.  
 
We will also be holding an end-of-the-year carnival on May 22. We 
are planning on having an outdoor lunch for all students followed by 
games and activities including a dunk tank for teachers, basketball 
games, video games, face painting and a variety of outdoor relays.   
 

 
Calling All Western Hills Alumni  
 
To celebrate the remodeling of Western Hills Elementary, families, students and staff are coming 
together to produce a commemorative tile mural during “Artist in Residence”  week this spring. 
 
All Western Hills alumni families are invited to purchase a 6 inch by 6 inch “donor”  border tile 
imprinted with their name(s) to surround the mural.  These 
donor tiles cost $25 each and are a great way for families 
who have been a part of the Western Hills tradition to show 
their school spirit. 
 
To print a donor tile order form or see the 
design, visit with the Western Hills school 
web site at www.wdmcs.org/whills and click 
on “Western Hills Mural Project LEARN 
MORE”. 

 
 
 

 
 

Language and Literature Southpaws Article 
by Mrs. Carroll, Green Up Language and Literature Teacher 

 
As we round out the year in Language and Literature, many students 
are immersed in William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  They have 
been enjoying this timeless and tragic tale of love and hate through 
reading activities, mask making for an Elizabethan Ball, dramatic 
presentations of the play, Renaissance festivals, and many other 
engaging activities  
 
In addition to reading Romeo and Juliet, all students continue to read 
independently. In an effort to foster the enjoyment of reading, your 
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student should plan on choosing a few books to read over the summer.  Summer reading is the 
perfect opportunity to relax with a good book and to read a few of those books that friends have 
recommended throughout the school year.  If your student needs an idea for a book, here are a 
few helpful internet sites to get started:  

 
http://www.ipl.org/div/teen/teenread/ 

http://www.guysread.com/ 
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklistsbook.htm 

http://www.bookspot.com/ 
http://www.clpgh.org/teens/read/teenlists.html 

 
Finally, with the end of the semester comes Semester Exams.  The Language and Literature 
Semester Exam will take place during your student’s Lang and Lit class period .  Students will 
prepare for their Semester Exam with a Review Guide, possible in-class review, and by studying 
at home.  It is important that students begin studying independently for their Semester Exams at 
least two weeks in advance. 
 
The Language and Literature teachers would like to thank all of the parents and guardians for 
their support throughout the year!  We hope that this has been a developmental year for our 
students, and we look forward to hearing about their great future successes!  Happy Summer! 
 
Driving Home the Point: Teens are NOT Ready to Be Parents 
by Mrs. Schill, Consumer Technology Teacher 

 
Consumer Technology students experience firsthand what it would be like to be a single, teen 
parent thanks to the help of infant simulators called Real Care Babies.  Real Care Baby is an 
extraordinary and technologically-advanced infant simulator that gives students a realistic, 
engaging opportunity to actively experience roles and responsibilities of parenting.  Students 
must actually, feed, burp, rock, and change diapers. At the end of the simulation data is 
downloaded from the baby, giving the student feedback on his/her performance in the role of a 
parent.   

 
Most students are excited about taking the baby home. They spend 
time selecting a name, choosing clothes, and planning activities to 
do with the baby.  All of this seems fun and maybe even a bit 
glamorous until it’s time to experience the real thing. Most of the 
students attitudes have changed dramatically by the time they bring 
the baby back to school.  They are glad that they do not have to take 
the baby home again.   

 
The following are quotes from student reflections: 

 
“ I felt utterly alone and completely frustrated with the little mechanical monster.”  ~Kethry 
 
“Experiencing the gift of life at this age was a very scary experience for me.  It was difficult not 
to think about myself for once and to put all my attention toward the baby.”  ~Miranda 
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“The constant crying, and need for love is very overwhelming.  I was exhausted after just one 
day with the baby and understand how hard it is to be a parent.”  ~ Alex 

 
“ I took the baby to the mall, people did not understand that the baby was for a school project.  I 
lost count of how many people looked at me like I made a huge mistake.”  ~ Shannon 

 
“ I do not want to be a father anytime soon.”  ~ Tarin 

 
“When you have a baby, especially a newborn, your whole life is focused on the baby and 
nothing else.  I am definitely not willing to give up my social life.  I plan to wait to have kids 
until I am much older and married.   ~ Riley 

  
Nothing drives home a point in the way a direct experience can. Students gain a perspective that 
no amount of older adult lecturing can provide. This is a lesson that really makes an impact. 
 
 
News article from the Level ll Special Education Program 
By Ms. Couch and Ms. Armstrong 
 
The students are beginning their transition to Valley High 
School.  They all took a tour of VHS on April 7th.  They 
met many of their future teachers.  The students also 
visited several of the elective classrooms.   The incoming 
freshmen from Stilwell and Indian Hills will visit Valley 
Southwoods in May. 
 
All the students participated in G.O.O. D. (Giving Of 
Ourselves Day) on April 23rd.  Some of the students went 
to Hope Ministries, Boys and Girls Club, Big Creek Park, 
Illahee Hills, while others went to WDM Christian 
Preschool and assisted with Pet Week.  This was a great 
way of sharing of ‘ourselves’  and celebrating Earth Day. 
 
The students participate in community service activities by visiting Bickford Cottage once a 
month.  This is an Assisted Living and Memory Care facility in West Des Moines.  The residents 
in the “Mary B”  section look forward to the monthly visits from the students.  Our students have 
made treats to share with the ladies along with cards for special occasions.  Sand Art is one of 
our favorite activities and is enjoyed by all. 
 
Mrs. Armstrong and Mrs. Couch want to thank all the parents and guardians of our students for 
your support this past year.  You have wonderful students and we are positive they will have a 
smooth transition to Valley High School.  
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What’s Up with Valley Southwoods Mathletes? 
 
On March 3rd, VSW had 53 mathletes competed at 
the 5th Annual Golden Circle Math Competition.  
23 of the mathletes placed on the All American 
Math Team.  The apprentice team won 1st place.  
The wizard team won 1st place.  VSW mathletes 
won 1st overall in the sweepstakes.  Go Tigers! 
Christy Donald, Seth Hagarty, Erin O’Donnel, 
Rhys Pate and Vickie Pospisil are math teachers at 
Valley Southwoods. Wizards: Roshan A., Jessica 
A., Shraddha B., Jocelyn C., Will C., Eric D., 
Jaqui J., Tarun K., Sara L., Mitch M., Elaine M., Laura M., Bernie S., Luchang W., Takashi Y., 

Brian C., Philip D., Roy D., Jackson D., 
Chelsey H., Kathryn H., Scott J., Kayce P., 
Trang P., Dan P., Grace S., Sana S., 
Lansing W.. Apprentices: Jasmine A.,  
Sara B., Cassie C., Quinn D., Bill F.,  
Brad F., Samantha G., Emma H.,  
Cori N., Katie N., Ally S., Will Y.,  
Maddy A., Sam W., Grant C., Alex D., 
Maggie F., Bianca F., Hayden J.,  
Kate M., Taylor N., Tarin P., Tom S., 
Almo S., Steph T., Mary H.. 

 

GCS:  From the Middle East Down into Africa 
by Ann Mack and Taylor McClure, Red Down and Blue up Teams 
 
Understanding the Middle East was fraught with struggle, not 
unlike the region itself.  Through PowerPoint projects got to 
know the major organizations, (Hamas Al-Qaeda, Hezbollah, 
PLO, Taliban) country leadership, (Ahmadinejad, Assad, 
Arafat, Karzai, Maliki) religious culture, (Jewish, Islamic-
Sunni, Shiite)  and historic events (6-Day War, Camp David 
Accords, Balfour Declaration, Iranian Revolution) that have 
framed the conflicts.  The Palestinian-Israeli conflict was taught through the 2002 documentary 
Promises, a view from kids on both sides of the issue.   We hope your student brought some of 
the discussions from class to engage you in a conversation regarding the U.S. involvement in this 
region.  Their opinions and observations about current events made this unit especially 
interesting. 
 
The GCS classes are headed to the last unit of the year, Sub-Saharan Africa.  We©ll be 
concentrating on the diversity of this region as well as the conflicts, past and present that have 
shaped and continue to shape this area of the world.  There have been some really good films in 
the recent past that focus on issues in Africa;  Hotel Rwanda, Blood Diamond, Last King of 
Scotland, and Catch a Fire, to name a few.  All are worth a re-run on a Saturday night!  
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After we wrap up our regional units of study, as a school we will be holding a Regional Food 
Fair on Thursday, May 28.  Each GCS teacher will represent one of the regions we have studied 
this year, and students in that class will work in partners to create a dish from that region of the 
world.  Students will have help finding recipes and we encourage parents to participate as well! 
We would love to have you attend this day as a guest or if you are interested help with the 
logistics of serving food to 100 students in a class period.  It should be a great day!  Students will 
be bringing home information about this event in the next two weeks. 
 
As we move toward the end of the year, students will be getting ready for their last world map 
and content exams.  Students will receive the "final" map list and a world map to label.   This list 
contains key political units, cities and features, world-wide that were important locations for 
each regional unit as well as vital to the understanding of current events.   
 
The content test will cover information that has been part of your student©s 2nd semester 
curriculum. Students will be encouraged to look over the chapter reviews of the textbook that 
have been covered and notebook materials.  Some class time will be spent reviewing major 
concepts, study suggestions, and test-taking strategies, however students are expected to put in 
some major study time for this exam on their own or with a study buddy/group.  The semester 
exam will represent 15% of the semester grade. 
 
 
CIML Conference Art Show and Competition  
by Ms. Nelson and Ms. Johnson, Art Teachers 

 
On Wednesday April 8, 2009, seven Valley Southwoods students participated in the annual 
CIML (Central Iowa Metro League) Art Show and competition.   The students who proudly 
represented Valley Southwoods were (left to right):  Nick H., Sebastian W.,  Jaclynn W.,  
Rachel L., Jordan P., Jasmine A., and Nick L.. 
Five students from Valley Southwoods were recognized with awards.  Sebastian W. received an 
Honorable Mention for his ceramic container “Cleopatra’s Nightmare” .  Jaclynn W. received an 
Honorable Mention for her ceramic sculpture “Going Berserk and Discovering Pi” .  Jordan P. 
received an Honorable Mention for her drawing, “Untitled” .  Nick L. received a Blue Merit 
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award for his mixed media sculpture, “ Influences of a Teenage Mind” .  Nick H. received a Blue 
Merit award for his photo “Frozen Water” . 
 
During the CIML Art Show on Wednesday, the student artists were able to tour the MacNider 
Museum’s collection of sculptures and paintings and view the artwork created by other CIML art 
show participants. 
 
Ms. Nelson and Ms. Johnson are proud of each and every student involved in the art conference. 

 
Using your Math resources 
by Mrs. O’Connell, Mathematics Green Down Team 
 
As the school year and semester come to a close it is 
increasingly important that students use the resources 
offered at Southwoods.  Semester finals are quickly 
approaching and the time to begin preparing is upon us.  As 
students begin to think about how to best study for that final 
test, they need to consider the opportunities available.   

1. Make use of all tests, quizzes and final reviews 
given by the teacher. 

2. Seek additional practice problems from the back of your textbook or previous 
assignments. 

3. Attend a math help session after school on Monday (Red Down) or Thursday (Green 
Down). 

4. Make use of a math resource period during the school day (1, 3, 5, 7 and 8). 
5. Make an appointment to see your math teacher before or after school. 

 
If you start to plan now, you will feel more confident and prepared when you take your final 
exams. 
 
Wrapping up the Year 
by Mr. Upah, Science Green Down Team 

As the school year winds down, 
students at VSW will be going on field trips 
to celebrate all the success they experienced 
during their first year of high school. The 
Green Down students and some of the Red 
Up students will be traveling to Camp 
Hantesa near Boone for a day of team 
building activities. They will be competing in 
a ropes course activity that will challenge 
their ability to work with their teammates and 
try their hand at archery. 
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Peer Partner PE class 
by Mr. Vaske, Physical Education Teacher 
 
The students in our Peer Partner class have had a great year! Students are experiencing all the 
positive benefits of physical education. Students are having fun in class and they are learning 
about the importance of safety. With every class, students are developing their physical skills 
through basketball, baseball, volleyball, soccer, scooter races, relay races, kickball, and 
parachute activities.   
 
Once again we have taken the Peer Partner class to Childserve for a swimming unit. Although 
not without challenges, we determined this unit has tremendous benefits and should be 
incorporated into the curriculum.  The goal has been to familiarize students with water and 
improve their water skills, all in a safe, non-intimidating environment. We are very proud of how 
the students have embraced this new experience and their willingness to go outside their 
comfort-zones, to improve their water skills.   
 
In May, students will get to celebrate their hard work with a trip to an Iowa Cubs baseball game. 
I am particularly looking forward to this day as I think the kids really deserve to celebrate their 
accomplishments.  
 
If you have any question about our Peer Partner class, please give me a call at 633-4504. 
 
 

I-CARE High Lights 
By Mrs. Crose, I-Care Coordinator 
 
Abby R. has made a committment to I-CARE, she is inspired by the smiles she receives from the 
children. Abby works in Mrs. Dietrick Kindergarten class at Jordan Creek elementary where 
often times she works with a student one on one in reading.  She also visits students at Traditions 
Day Care. 
  
Katie N. lights up the pre-school room at West Des Moines Christian Pre-School. The lead 
teacher often comments how Katie adds to her class. Always eager to help the teachers or to 
engaged with the little ones. 
  
Dan M. gives the residents a bit of joy each week at the Bickford Cottage.  Dan has a passion for 
people and he is able to not only lead the activity for the day, but engage in a meaningful 
conversation with someone nearly six times his age. To the residents of Bickford who suffer 
some memory loss, Dan brings contagious laughter to their day. 
  
Ahmo S. is dedicated to giving back. He is an eager student to work at volunteering, what ever 
the project is.  He has been active in walking dogs and preparing media projects for service 
learning.  Recently, with a change to his schedule, Ahmo is anxious to visit a site with children. 
 
 
 
  



VSW 11  April, 2009 

Silver Cord 
By Mrs. Crose, I-Care Coordinator 
 
Students at Valley Southwoods have given back over 4000 hours to the community since the first 
day of school their freshman year.  This class has been great in responding to the community©s 
request for volunteers. Student©s are getting their pre-approval forms and their submission for 
hours in by the thirty day request. These actions have certainly streamlined the paper work and 
the time it takes to run this program.  Congratulations to the many students who have completed 
or have great start toward their 50 hours. 
  
 
Tips for  the Summer: 
  

·  All work on the bulletin board or posted on e-mail announcements is pre-approved.  ie. 
Summer Sail, Living History Farms Counselor. A great place to find work is at 
www.unitedwaydm.org 

 
·  Pre-approval forms, for summer work known in advance, are necessary. 

 
·  New opportunities, in question which arise, please e-mail crosel@wdmcs.org 

or rourked@wdmcs.org 
 

·  We do check e-mail all summer. 
 

·  Summer hours may be divided between freshman and sophomore year. Year end is the 
first day of school 2009. All summer hours are due in the counselors office by September 
1st 2009.  

 
·  All hours from September 2008 to June 4 2009, must be turned in my June 4, 2009.  

Hours turned in past this date are viewed as late and will not be accepted at Valley High 
School.  

  
ALL HOURS WORKED FRESHMAN SCHOOL DAYS ARE DUE JUNE 4, 2009 

 
 

What is G.O.O.D.? 
By Mrs. Crose, G.O.O.D. Coordinator 
 
On Thursday, April 28th approximately 250 students and staff 
participated in our G.O.O.D. (Giving Of Ourselves Day).  
Students learned about local environmental stewwardship and 
engaged in park clean up at Big Creek Park, Walnut Woods 
State Park, at Child Serve, and for the City of West Des 
Moines.  Other students and staff participated in building 
gardens for the public to enjoy at Link and Associates and 
Luther Park at both the Discovery Garden at the Iowa State 
Fair Grounds and Luther©s Demonstration Garden.  Students also 
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painted at the Animal Rescue League and at a Boy©s and Girl©s Club.  Students, staff, and parents 
helped collect over 900 books which were combined with four  Iowa Promise Youth Grants (for 
which our students applied) that allowed students to purchase shelving and bean bags to create 
new library corners at four Boy©s and Girl©s Club locations in Des Moines.  Students also visited 
two Senior Living Communities, organized food and clothing at four food pantry sites, and 
mentored at five local daycares or schools.  THANK YOU for all the parent support that made 
this happen - we couldn©t have done it without you!! 
 
 
 
2008-2009 Tiger  of the Month 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
Blue Down     Blue Up 
Josh L.      Jake D. 
Rio M.      Melissa M. 
Allyson S.     Casandra C. 
David H.     Peter LaMair 
Brad F.      Nate M. 
Meagan J.     Rebecca I. 
Andrew S.     Ashley R. 
Kaitlyn D.     Kate M. 
Mike B.      Parker D. 
Maggie F.     Juan O. 
Lucas B.      Olivia H. 
Ahn N.      Lacey F. 
 
Green Down     Green Up 
Austin B.     Kathryn S. 
Abby R.      Rachel L. 
Trang P.      Brandon E. 
Caleb H.      Marissa G. 
Nolan L.      Conner V. 
Grace E.      Alli A. 
Grant C.      Alexander D. 
Karlie E.     Lauren J. 
Jesse V.      Max V. 
Sarah H.      Hannah L. 
Jordan W.     Mason E. 
Kelli H.      Maddy M. 
 
Red Down     Red Up 
Dylan A.     Grace S. 
Rachael G.     Jasmine A. 
Nick B.      Hanna H. 
Alli W.      Sam E. 
Nick H.      Catherine B. 
Lauren C.     Sinea C. 
Ryan K.      Rebecca B. 
Maggie M.      
Clark B.      
Karina S.      
Jared N.      
Molly S.   
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Dollars for Scholars 
17th Annual Bill Coldiron Golf Classic 

Valley High School  
Dollars for Scholars 
Four-Person Best Shot 

  

Monday, June 15, 2009 
Beaver Creek Golf Club - Grimes, Iowa  
12:30 p.m. - Shotgun Start 
Join us for 18 holes of golf, social hour, hors d©oeuvres 
and raffle 

Register  

DOWNLOAD FORM (PDF - requires Adobe Reader) 

·  $80/person before May 1 
·  $95/person after May 1 
·  $65/person for WDMCSD staff/retirees 

Make checks payable to WDMCS Dollars for Scholars and mail by May 29 to: 

WDMCS Dollars for Scholars 
% Sam Kranovich 
Valley High School 
3650 Woodland Avenue 
West Des Moines, Iowa 50266 

Questions? 

Call Sam Kranovich at 633-4147 
Email at kranovichs@wdmcs.org 

 

West Des Moines Community Schools – 2008-2009 No Child Left 
Behind Report 

The federal law, No Child Left Behind (NCLB), impacts every public school district in the 
nation. The law requires schools to test students annually and to meet specific achievement 
goals. For information on the goals and the requirements set by the federal government and the 
state of Iowa, see the reverse side of this sheet. 

The West Des Moines Community Schools Perspective 
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We believe the West Des Moines Community School District provides students with an 
exceptionally high quality education. We hope you agree! We are proud of our reputation of 
educational excellence and the strong test scores our students achieve across the district. 

However, under the criteria of the federal No Child Left Behind legislation, three schools have 
been cited as “Schools in Need of Assistance”  (SINA) by the Iowa Department of Education: 
Indian Hills Junior High School, Valley High School and Valley Southwoods Freshman High 
School. In addition, the school district, Crestview Elementary, Hillside Elementary, Phenix Early 
Childhood Center, Stilwell Junior High School, Walnut Creek Campus, Valley and Valley 
Southwoods have been identified as not making adequate yearly progress this year. For more 
information on the NCLB requirements, please see the reverse side of this document. 

The SINA and not making adequate yearly progress designations are based on results from the 
Iowa Tests of Educational Development (ITED) and Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) taken 
during the 2007-08 school year. 

Schools In Need of Assistance (SINA) 

Valley High School was cited because students identified as being of low socioeconomic status 
did not meet the state’s proficiency target in mathematics and reading on the Iowa Tests of 
Educational Development. 

Valley Southwoods Freshman High School is cited because the state considers it as part of 
Valley High School. 

These schools do not receive federal Title I funding, so no sanctions will be imposed. 

Indian Hills Junior High School was cited into a category called Delay-1 for the special 
education group in the area of reading comprehension. This designation indicates that this group 
of student improved sufficiently from 2006-07 scores to make adequate progress, but the school 
is kept on the list until the group stays at the higher level for two consecutive years. 

Not meeting Adequate Yearly Progress 

Phenix Early Childhood Center was cited because third grade students did not meet the state 
proficiency targets in mathematics on the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS). 

Hillside Elementary was cited in the area of reading comprehension in three subgroups — 
students of low socioeconomic status, special education students and students of Hispanic 
ethnicity — on the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS). 

Crestview Elementary was cited in the area of reading comprehension in three subgroups — 
students of low socioeconomic status, special education students and English Language Learners 
(ELL) — on the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS). 

Stilwell Junior High School was cited because the special education group, the low 
socioeconomic group and the students of Hispanic ethnicity did not meet the state’s proficiency 
targets in reading comprehension on the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS). 
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Valley and Valley Southwoods were cited because eleventh grade low socioeconomic students 
did not meet the state’s proficiency target in reading comprehension nor in mathematics on the 
ITED. 

These schools also did not meet the expected rate of students taking the assessments in the 
special education group. This is called participation rate. 

Walnut Creek Campus was cited for not meeting the state’s proficiency targets in reading 
comprehension nor in mathematics on the eleventh grade ITED for all students and the white 
ethnicity subgroup. They were also cited for not meeting participation levels for the same group 
and overall. 

The West Des Moines Community School District was cited because the following groups of 
students did not meet the state targets on ITBS or ITED: 

Reading: special education grades 3-5 and grades 6-8, low socioeconomic status grades 3-5 and 
grades 6-8, English Language Learners grades 3-5, Hispanic subgroup in grades 3-5 and 6-8, and 
for participation in grade 11 special education. 

Mathematics: special education grades 3-5 and grade 11, low socioeconomic status grades 6-8, 
low socioeconomic status students in grades 6-8, English Language Learners in grades 6-8, and 
the Hispanic subgroup in grades 6-8 and grade 11, and for participation in grade 11 special 
education. 

Despite the No Child Left Behind designations, we have much good news to share from the past 
school year: 

Based on the 2007-08 ITBS scores, 86.7 percent of all district fourth graders tested are proficient 
in math and 85.1 percent are proficient in reading. 

District eighth graders were reading at the 10.3 grade level, tested in math at the 11.4 grade level 
and tested in science at the 11.8 grade level. 

All district seniors who took the ACT college entrance test had an average composite score of 
24.6, compared to the state average of 22.4 and the national average of 21.1. 465 seniors took the 
ACT test last year. 

Teachers continue to identify and implement a number of instructional strategies and other 
activities to help all students achieve. Schools are working to identify students near or in the low 
proficiency groups, determine the services that are being provided to these students and develop 
additional ways to assist the students. 

Please join our efforts to help all students achieve at their highest levels. Assure your child has a 
healthy breakfast and plenty of sleep. Ask your student about class lessons and homework. Make 
sure your student is at school – every day, if at all possible. Attend conferences; be involved in 
your child’s education. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call! Thank you. 

Dr. Tom Narak, WDMCS Superintendent (633-5000) 
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Dr. Vicky Poole, Valley High School Principal (633-4000) 

Kim Davis, Walnut Creek Campus Principal (633-6400) 

Kent Abrahamson,Valley Southwoods Principal (633-4500) 

Shane Christensen, Indian Hills Junior High School Principal (633-4700) 

Tim Miller, Stilwell Junior High School Principal (633-6000) 

John Villotti, Crestview Elementary Principal (633-5700) 

Dr. Robert Davis, Hillside Elementary Principal (633-6200) 

Andrea Boyd, Phenix Early Childhood Center (633-6600) 

The Iowa Perspective 

Glossary of Terms 

AMO (Annual Measurable Objectives) – A minimum percentage of students who must meet or 
exceed the proficient 

level of academic achievement on a standardized test 

AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) – A measure of year-to-year improvement in student 
achievement Watch List – A list of schools and/or school districts that do not meet all 
requirements of NCLB for one year 

SINA (School in Need of Assistance) – A school that does not meet all requirements of NCLB 
for two consecutive 

years (The law requires that every parent at a SINA school receive a letter explaining the 
designation.) 

For more details about No Child Left Behind, contact your building principal or call Dr. Donna 
K. Wilkin, Associate 

Superintendent of Teaching and Learning Services, at 633-5057 or Dr. Gordon K. Dahlby, 
Director of Curriculum and Technology at 633-5059. Information is also available at 
www.wdmcs.org/district/curriculum/nclb.htm and 
http://www.wdmcs.org/district/curriculum/progress_report/0708apr/index.php 

The Federal The goals of No Child Left Behind: 

All students will be proficient in mathematics and reading; 

All students will graduate from high school; 

All students will be educated in safe learning environments;  

All students will come to school (95 percent average daily attendance);  
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All students will be taught by highly qualified teachers.  

The law requires each state to determine ways to measure student achievement and to determine 
the percentile score that is considered “proficient.”  At least 95 percent of all students enrolled in 
a school district must be tested. 

In addition, NCLB requires the same levels of proficiency and a 95 percent testing rate for a 
number of sub-groups of students: 

English Language Learners  

Students with an individual education plan (special education)  

Students who meet low income guidelines and are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch  

Students in each of the following ethnic categories: Black, Asian, Hispanic, Native American 
and White 

Schools and/or the district may be listed as not making adequate yearly progress the first year all 
requirements are not met. If the state-established goals are not met the second year, a “school in 
need of assistance”  designation may be made. 

The Federal Perspective 

The Iowa Department of Education has set the following guidelines for every school district 

in the state: 

Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) and the Iowa Tests of Educational Development (ITED) are 
the standardized tests used to measure academic achievement. 

All students in grades 3-8 and 11 must be tested. 

A student must score above the 40th percentile (based on national student norms) to be at the 
proficient level. 

A school or school district must meet a target percentage (AMO) of students who score at the 
proficient level. For example, this target percentage is 79.3 percent in mathematics 

and reading for eleventh graders who were tested in the Fall of 2007. 

Each year, the target percentage increases until the 100 percent goal of No Child Left Behind is 
reached in 2013-14. 

http://www.ed.gov/nclb 

http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/blogcategory/497/921/ 


