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LIST OF CLASSES AT VALLEY  RECEIVING LESS THAN 15 REQUESTS IN 01-02 
 
This document was prepared using a 1st semester schedule for 2001-02 that included listings for second 
semester classes.  Some classes would change in size when the final second semester schedule was finalized 
after students dropped and added classes.  However, this will give a general idea of the class sizes for the 
year. 
 
CLASS        REQUESTS 
ART 

Printmaking Applications     11 dropped 02-03, low enrollment 
 
BUSINESS 

Business Applications 1st Semester    12  11 total requests for 02-03, so only 
Business Applications 2nd Semester    10   spring semester next year 
 

  Accounting II 1st Semester       4    combined next year with   
Accounting II 2nd Semester       3    Accounting I for whole year 
 

  Marketing Education 1st Semester    10   similar numbers next year but   
  Marketing Education 2nd Semester      6     keeping, reaches “at risk” 
  Business Internship 1st Semester    11    students and both include 
  Business Internship 2nd Semester    10    job experience 
 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Advanced Programming in Basic 1st Semester                           5    uneven flow in semesters like this 
year, 02-03 has 33 2nd semester 

    
AP Computer Science AB 1st Semester  14    02-03 26 1st semester 24 in 2nd 
AP Computer Science AB 2nd Semester   14 
 
Advanced Programming Languages      0     dropped for 02-03 
 
Advanced Computer Applications     ?     dropped for 02-03 

 
LANGUAGE ARTS 

Language & Literature 1st Semester    12    required for 9th graders who did not 
Language & Literature 2nd Semester      9     pass the course previous year 
 
Reading & Writing 2nd Semester    10    help class paired with Fundamentals 
                 Of Writing 
 
Creative Writing 2 1st Semester    13 
Creative Writing 2 2nd Semester    11 
 
Debate 1         7    taught together 1st semester 
Debate 3         3 
 
Debate 2         4    taught together 2nd semester 
Debate 4         2    next year Southwoods Debate 2 
               will come to Valley for class (13)  



 

 
Publications: Newspaper 1st Semester   10    Journalism 1 is a prerequisite 
Publications: Newspaper 2nd Semester   14 
Publications: Yearbook 1st Semester    13 
Publications: Yearbook 2nd Semester   13 
 
Advanced Publications Concepts 1st Sem     1    only 1 again in 02-03, taught with 
Advanced Publications Concepts 2nd Sem     1     newspaper & yearbook 
 
AP Composition & Literature 1st Sem     5     year-long course, 16 for 02-03 
AP Composition & Literature 2nd Sem     5 
 
Transitional English 1st Semester      7     their version of Language &  
Transitional English 2nd Semester      2     Literature 
 
English as Second Language II 1st Sem     3     required and has some separate   
English as Second Language II 2nd Sem     3     funding    
English as Second Language III 1st Sem     6 
English as Second Language III 2nd Sem     5 
ESL IV 1st Semester        5 
ESL IV 2nd Semester        4 
 
ESL Reading 1st Semester       6 
ESL Reading 2nd Semester       5 
 
Theory & Practice in Government 1st Sem   14    help class paired with government 
Theory & Practice in Government 2nd Sem   10 

 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 

Sewing 1         2     like this year, taught with Creative 
                 Sewing, 7 for 02-03  
WORLD LANGUAGES 
 German I   1st Semester     11 
 German I  2nd Semester     12 
 Latin I  1st Semester       2 
 Latin I  2nd Semester       2 
 Russian I  1st Semester      0     5 students are taking it at SW this 
 Russian I  2nd Semester      0     year, will not be offered in 02-03 
 Japanese I  1st Semester      9     02-03 Valley will travel to Swoods 
 Japanese I  2nd Semester     10     for Japanese 1 class 
 Latin II  1st Semester       9 
 Latin II  2nd Semester       9 
 Russian II  1st Semester      5     will phase out after 02-03 
 Russian II  2nd Semester      5 
 Japanese II  1st Semester     10 
 Japanese II  2nd Semester     10 
 Latin III  1st Semester       5 
 Latin III   2nd Semester      5 
 Russian III  1st Semester      8     will phase out after 02-03 

Russian III  2nd Semester      8 



 

 Japanese III  1st Semester      5 
 Japanese III  2nd Semester      5 
 German IV  1st Semester      5 
 German IV  2nd Semester      5 
 Latin IV  1st Semester      6 
 Latin IV  2nd Semester      6 
 Russian IV  1st Semester      6     will phase out after 02-03 
 Russian IV  2nd Semester      5 
 Japanese IV  1st Semester      3 
 Japanese IV  2nd Semester      3 
 AP French  1st Semester     13 
 AP French 2nd Semester     13 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 Functions B/Analytic B     11    not offered 02-03 
 
 AP Calculus BC 1st Semester     11    02-03 has 19 signed up 

AP Calculus BC 2nd Semester    12    
  

 AP Calculus Comp      11     not offered 02-03 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
 US History for English Language Learners 1st Sem  11 
 US History for English Language Learners 2nd Sem  11 
 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
 Practical Electricity-Electronics    12 
 
 Drafting CAD 1st Semester     12   taught in same period 01-02 and will 
 Drafting CAD 2nd Semester     11   do again in 02-03 

CAD Drafting 1         7 
 CAD Drafting 2       8 
  

Electronics 1st Semester     14 
 Electronics 2nd Semester     14 
  
 Construction 1st Semester     12 
 Construction 2nd Semester     13 
 
 Survey of Engineering 1st Semester     0     next year have 10 signed up 
 Survey of Engineering 2nd Semester     0 



 

Analysis of Valley and Valley Southwoods Core Subjects Class Sizes 
 
This document was prepared using a 1st semester schedule for 20001-02 that included listings for 
second semester classes.  Second semester classes are included in the sections and averages 
given below.  Some classes would change in size when the final second semester schedule was 
finalized after students dropped and added classes.  However, this will give a general idea of the 
class sizes Valley students encounter in “core” classes. 
 
 
 
VALLEY – BREAKDOWN BY CORE SUBJECTS 
 
Department    Overall class average Over Cap 
English & Language  
 Speech Communications 190/8 = 23.8   2 classes (27 & 25) 
 Fundamentals of Writing 491/22 = 22.3   1 class (25) 
 Speech/Composition  221/10 = 22.1 
 
World Language 
 Spanish I   163/6 = 27.2   3 classes (27, 29, 29) 
 Spanish II   496/22 = 22.5 
 Spanish III   357/16 = 22.3 
 Spanish IV   261/12 = 21.8 
 
Mathematics 
 Algebra A    191/10 = 19.1 
 Geometry A   460/20 = 23   2 classes (25, 26) 
 Geometry B   488/22 = 22.2 
 Algebra II   469/18 = 26.1 
 Algebra II/Trig B  503/18 = 27.9 
 Algebra II/Trig C  74/4 = 18.5 
 Functions B   136/5 = 27.2 
 
Science 
 Biology   998/40 = 24.9   3 classes (26, 27, 28) 
 Chemistry   914/38 = 24.1   1 class (27) 
 Physics   222/8 = 27.8   3 classes (29, 29, 29) 
 
Social Studies 
 Western Civilization  372/16 = 23.3 
 U.S. History   1093/44 = 24.8 
 Economics   521/22 = 23.7   1 class (26) 
 Government   510/21 = 24.3   4 classes(26,26,26,28)  
 
 
 



 

 
VALLEY SOUTHWOODS – BREAKDOWN BY CORE SUBJECTS 
 
Department    Overall class average Over Cap 
English & Language 
 Language & Literature 591/25 = 23.6   3 classes (28, 28, 28) 
 
World Languages 
 Spanish I   241/9 = 26.8   3 classes (29, 29, 29) 
 Spanish II   119/5 = 23.8 
 
Mathematics 
 Pre-Algebra   101/5 = 20.2   2 classes (24, 24) 
 Algebra A   125/7 = 17.8   1 class (20) 
 Algebra B   313/11 = 28.5   2 classes (30, 31) 
 Geometry   60/2 = 30   1 over (32) 
 
Science    608/25 = 24.3   2 classes (28, 29) 
Social Studies    593/25 = 23.7   2 classes (28, 28) 
 



STUDENT LANGUAGE CHOICES 
 
The following tables detail the foreign language choices made in the fall of 2001 for the first 
semester of school.  The first table shows that of all the students studying a first year in a language, 
68% picked to study Spanish, while 1% picked to study Russian.  Similar data is given for the 
choices made in the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and AP years of language study. 
 
The final table includes an additional column of data.  The last column tells what percent of the 
total high school student body is selecting each one of the languages in the first semester.  As you 
can see, about 58% of the 2,543 WDM high school students are studying a foreign language.  
(2,543 = Valley 1730, Southwoods 632, Walnut Creek 181.  Note: 37 HS special education 
students not included in the total.)  
 
Of  those 2,543 high school students, 1.7% take Japanese, 1.5% take Latin, and .9% take Russian. 
When you combine the students in those 3 languages, the total of 4.1% is less than the 5% of 
students selecting German. 
  
        
          
1ST YEAR OF LANGUAGE    2ND YEAR OF LANGUAGE  

 VHS VSW TOTAL % 1st YR  VHS VSW TOTAL % 2nd YR 
SPANISH 83 241 324 68%  247 119 366 72% 
FRENCH 17 33 50 10%  45 32 77 15% 
GERMAN 11 45 56 12%  44 0 44 9% 
JAPANESE 9 15 24 5%  10 0 10 2% 
LATIN 1 17 18 4%  9 0 9 2% 
RUSSIAN 0 5 5 1%  5 0 5 1% 
TOTALS 121 356 477 100%  360 151 511 100% 
          
3RD YEAR OF LANGUAGE    4TH YEAR OF LANGUAGE  
 VHS VSW TOTAL % 3rd YR  VHS VSW TOTAL % 4th YR 
SPANISH 179 1 180 65%  131 0 131 70% 
FRENCH 57 0 57 21%  35 0 35 19% 
GERMAN 22 0 22 8%  5 0 5 3% 
JAPANESE 5 0 5 2%  3 0 3 2% 
LATIN 5 0 5 2%  6 0 6 3% 
RUSSIAN 8 0 8 3%  6 0 6 3% 
TOTALS 276 1 277 100%  186 0 186 100% 
          
AP/COLLEGE LANGUAGE    1ST YEAR THRU AP - TOTALS  
 VHS  % AP     % % 
SPANISH 30  70%    TOTAL LANG ALL KIDS 
FRENCH 13  30%   SPANISH 1001 68% 39.4% 
TOTAL 43  100%   FRENCH 232 16% 9.1% 
      GERMAN 127 9% 5.0% 
      JAPANESE 42 3% 1.7% 
      LATIN 38 3% 1.5% 
      RUSSIAN 24 2% 0.9% 
      TOTAL 1464 100% 57.6% 



 
Combined Language Classes 
 
For Japanese, Latin, and Russian, the level III and Level IV classes are taught together at the same time/period. 
 
Japanese III  5  Latin III  5  Russian III  8 
Japanese IV  3  Latin IV  6   Russian IV  6 
Class of   8  Class of  11  Class of 14 
 
The one Valley student who picked to study Latin I was sent to SW this year to join the 17 students there. 
 
 
New Class Sharing for 02-03 
 
Next year, Valley students who choose Japanese I will travel to Southwoods for the class: 

9 Valley students 1st semester and 10 Valley students 2nd semester of 2001-02. 
.   

Two sections of Japanese I were taught at Southwoods 1st semester of this school year:   
6 students 1st period & 9 students 2nd period. 
 

Two sections of Japanese I were also taught at Southwoods 2nd semester of this year:   
6 students 1st period & 7 students 2nd period.  

 
Russian Discontinued for 02-03  
 
Valley and Valley Southwoods both requested the district to start phasing out Russian I in 01-02.  However, the 
Russian teacher wrote to the Superintendency  and the decision was changed and Russian I was taught this year.  
 
However, Russian I will not be taught in 02-03 and Russian II – IV will be phased out in the following years.  The 
phasing out process will allow students who started in Russian to have the opportunity to continue up to the 
currently-offered four years.  
 
Iowa City High Schools and Japanese 
 
At Iowa City West, the ’01-‘02 course handbook lists Japanese I only and states: “Note:  Based on previous student 
enrollment, it will be unlikely a sequential four year Japanese language experience will be available for students.”  
Students can take German I –V, French I-V, and Spanish I-V with additional offerings of Basic Spanish, Spanish II 
Honors, and Spanish III Honors. 
 
At Iowa City High, the ’01-’02 course handbook lists both Japanese I and II, but no additional courses in that 
language.  Students can take the same German and French as West, and the same Spanish as West except Basic 
Spanish is not offered.  
 
 



SHARING OF STUDENTS BY VALLEY AND SOUTHWOODS 
 

 Students are transported by the district and shared between buildings during periods 1-6 
of the school day.  No sharing occurs during period 7.  Students are also shared in period 8, 
however, the students provide their own transportation. 
 
 Sharing currently occurs in the following subject areas:   
 

• Band  
• Biology  
• Foreign Language  
• Language Arts.    

 
For example, Language Arts sharing occurs when a 9th grade student has tested out of 9th 

grade Language and Literature and/or Fundamentals of Writing. 
 
 Sharing also occurs when a new student moves to the district and sharing is needed to 
allow that student to complete a course taken as a 9th grader in the old district, but offered only at 
Valley.  For example, a 9th grade new student is allowed to finish U.S. History at Valley if 
currently taking the course at the prior school. 
 
 Students who are transported report they  can miss anywhere from 5-20 minutes of class 
time.  Some don’t miss any class time because they begin the day at Valley and have a study hall 
at Southwoods upon their return.  Some may miss more class time depending on their schedule 
and transportation. 
 
 Sharing is further complicated by the fact that Valley runs block scheduling on Tuesday 
and Wednesday while Southwoods runs an 8-period day every day. 
 
 New sharing planned to start in 02-03 includes: 
 

• Southwoods Debate 2 will come to Valley for the class – 13 students 
• Japanese I Valley students will travel to Southwoods for the class 
• Latin I Valley students will travel to Southwoods for the class 
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	caps: Caps for classes at Valley HS are used differently than the elementary schools in WDM. A cap is really arbitrary when set. We set the caps so the computer can evenly distribute students when scheduling, but also to keep a class/section from growing too large due to period availability. Some classes are over the cap due to student transfer ins. Our current practice is not to turn students away just because of a cap. If a students needs the class we will try to accommodate them. There are times we will go over cap to meet student request needs, but there are not enough students to warrant opening another section.


